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CONFIDENTIAL USNATO 02842 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MPOL, NATO, UK 

SUBJECT: UK TO CONVERT USED VC- 10 AIRCRAFT TO TANKERS 

1 . IN A LETTER DATED MARCH 14, 1978, UK DEFAD (PETERS) 

INFORMED ASYG MUMFORD AND DRC MEMBERS THAT HMG HAS 
DECIDED TO BUY A NUMBER OF USED COMMERCIAL VC- 10 AIRCRAFT 
FOR CONVERSION AS AERIAL TANKERS. THE BRITISH PLAN TO 
FORM A SQUADRON OF EIGHT CONVERTED VC-10'S WHICH WILL 
ENTER OPERATIONAL SERVICE IN 1982/83 AND SUPPLEMENT THE 
TWO EXISTING VICTOR TANKER SQUADRONS. 

2. PETERS STATED THAT THESE ADDITIONAL TANKERS WOULD 
SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCE THE RAF'S OPERATIONAL CAPABILITY 
BY GIVING UK FIGHTERS AND STRIKE AIRCRAFT GREATER RANGE 
AND LONGER ENDURANCE. BENNETT 
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